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liberal spirit, or, in other words, the spirit of the reign
of Emperor Alexander II., while the younger func-
tionaries were imbued with the reactionary ideas of the
later period of Alexander III.
A place apart in the Council of the Empire was
occupied by Count Witte, who had just left power,
and whose future attitude toward the Government was
a matter of guess-work. In the next chapter I purpose
to sketch the portrait of that powerful figure, whose
political role appeared to be interrupted only for a time.
While the elected members of the Council of the
Empire were to serve for nine years, a third of the
membership was designated by lot every year to be
replaced by an equal number newly chosen, under the
same conditions as their predecessors. For this reason
I cannot recall with certainty the composition of the
first lot of members belonging to this category, and it
is possible, therefore, that I may mention some persons
who did not enter the Council until later. The
Academy and the Universities were represented by
such eminent professors as Prince Galitzine, Messrs.
Oldenburg, Grimm and Tagantzeff; the commercial
and manufacturing industries and the Bourses by men
of equal note in their respective branches, among whom
I will cite Messrs. Krestovnikoff, Avdakofi and Timiria-
zeff ; the nobility, the Zemstvos and the landed pro-
prietors sent some of their best representatives, the
greater part of whom pined the party of the Centre,
i.e.<> the Moderate Liberal Party, which was presided
over by one of my intimate friends, Prince Pierre Trou-
betzkoy, formerly Marechal de la Noblesse of Moscow,
destined, alas, to perish soon after by the hand of an
assassin. Among the members belonging to these last
three categories I numbered several other friends of